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2020 was a challenging year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. I must confess that in this day of modern 
medicine, I never thought that we would experience a 
health challenge like we have this past year.  Hopefully, we 
will soon make progress against this disease and our lives 
will return to normal.

All of the companies in the Lyles Construction Group 
(LCG) were fortunately in industries that were considered 
“essential”, so our construction operations remained 
opened for business throughout the year. The LCG 
construction volume in 2020 is projected to be about 
$320M, which is 25% higher than last year. All of our 
companies were profitable and our backlog is impressive 
at over $650M.  We expect the next couple of years to 
continue with strong performances.

On a personal note, this will 
be my final introduction 
article for our annual 
Newsletter, as I am retiring 
at the end of this year.  It 
has been a wonderful and 
rewarding career and I have 
been fortunate to work for a 
great company, collaborate 
with some exceptional co-
workers and clients, and 
construct some amazing and 
challenging projects. My 
good friend and longtime 
colleague, Rich Nemmer, will take over as President and 
CEO, and I’m confident that LCG will continue to grow 
under his leadership.

Thanks for supporting the Lyles Construction Group and 
please enjoy this year’s Newsletter.

Rick Amigh
President/CEO, Lyles Construction Group

CCMC AHU Setting (Page 5)
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Progress Through Diversification

Cook Land Development
Child Welfare Services DSS Building No. 5
Fresno County, CA

In July, New England Sheet Metal and Mechanical Co. 
(NESM) was selected by Cook Land Development and 
Quiring General to be the mechanical and plumbing 
design-build partner for the County of Fresno – 
Department of Social Services (DSS) Building No. 5 
project. Based on a best-value procurement process, 
NESM was chosen over three other local firms. Utilizing 
the “lessons learned” from the two previous successful 
projects constructed for the DSS gave NESM a distinct 
advantage. The Estimating and Engineering Departments 

and Project Management Team worked tirelessly with the 
developer and general contractor to submit numerous 
pricing options and design alternates. Ultimately, NESM 
was awarded the project based on providing a competitive 
initial cost combined with an engineered solution that 
considers optimal life-cycle costs, superior thermal 
comfort, and staffing flexibility for the tenant.

The DSS Building No. 5 will house Child Welfare Services 
at the old Clovis Costco structure immediately adjacent to 
the former Pelco campus, now occupied by Fresno County 
DSS. Portions of the building will be staffed 24 hours per 
day. The architectural design is similar to Buildings No. 1 
and 2, featuring open ceilings and NESM’s ductwork and 
piping. The interior of the building is to be completely 
demolished, and all new HVAC and plumbing systems will 
be installed.

The procurement effort was led by Joshua Wilkinson, with 
significant contributions from Joe Gonzalez, Dennis Enns, 
Christa Stone, Ken Eynaud, Mike Ewy, and Randy Nichols. 
Acquiring the project was unquestionably a team effort.

This past year Nichols Farms added two nut storage silos 
and retrofitted one of the warehouses with extensive 
ventilation upgrades. California Controlled Atmosphere 
(CCA) and New England Sheet Metal and Mechanical 
Co. (NESM) teamed up to accomplish both projects. 
At the storage silos, CCA provided and installed the 
low temperature air handling units (AHU’s) and NESM 
fabricated and installed the duct work connecting the 
AHU’s to the silos. A similar division of work occurred 
at the processing plant, CCA installed the rooftop units 
and NESM fabricated and installed the rooftop duct. In 
addition to collaboration between CCA and NESM to 
tie together our two scopes of work, close coordination 
with the plant operations team was needed to ensure 
construction activities did not affect the day to day 
operations of the plant. Working in an existing processing 

plant gave 
NESM a great 
opportunity to 
showcase our 
sheet metal 
fabrication 
abilities in 
a unique 
environment. 
We look 
forward to 
continuing our working relationship with Jay Kliewer and 
his team at CCA.

NESM’s project leadership team for these two projects 
included: Ken Eynaud, Dennis Enns, Bill Sharp, Jeff Wong, 
Jackie Barton, and Dave Bassett. 

Nichols Farms - Silo Ductwork & Rooftop Unit Ductwork Projects
Hanford, CA
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      The type of sheet metal work to be used at Bldg. 5.

Nichols Farms - Hanford, CA
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Mark Wilson Construction and 
New England Sheet Metal and 
Mechanical Co. (NESM) have 
continued their great working 
relationship while providing 
Golden Valley Unified with 
Stone Creek Elementary. Stone 
Creek Elementary is a new 
elementary school located in 
the new Riverstone housing 
development, and will provide 
the surrounding community 
with a modern and efficient 
educational facility. The project 
consists of five main buildings, 
with three classroom buildings, 
one multipurpose/cafeteria, and 
one administration building.  

There are also smaller ancillary buildings that will serve as 
custodial storage and a snack bar for the recreation fields. The 
heating and cooling of the classroom buildings is achieved by using 
Variable Refrigerant Volume (VRV) fan coil units. These types of 
systems have become very popular due to their ability to reduce 
energy consumption while allowing the occupants to control the 
space temperature to their preferred setting.

The project’s construction team is led by Mark Wilson 
Construction and the design team consists of SIM-PBK Architects 
and Leaf Engineers (formerly known as LP Engineers). To help 
deliver the project, NESM teamed up with LPC Automation, 
Air Control Balancing Inc. and Performance Contracting Inc. 
NESM’s project team includes: Mike Hensley, Ken Eynaud, Jim 
Grant, Randy Nichols, Jeff Wong, Bob Flores, Jackie Barton, and 
Elizabeth Meza. The craft leadership for sheet metal includes: 
Superintendent Bill Sharp, Shop Foreman Nathan Harris, and Field 
Foreman Erin Olsen. Gabe Gonzalez will be leading the way for the 
refrigerant pipe installation and startup efforts. NESM is thankful 
for the opportunity to take part in providing such a valuable 
resource to the community.

Golden Valley Unified School District
Riverstone Elementary School
Madera, CA

The Service Department at New England Sheet 
Metal and Mechanical Co. has had a busy 2020 
serving a record setting number of customers. 
This group serves a wide variety of clients that 
range from one hour residential service calls to 
complete air handler unit or boiler system change 
outs at health care facilities. Although the size, 
type, location and duration of every service call 
is constantly changing, one thing stays the same 
- the entire Service Department’s commitment 
to excellence. This starts at the inception of the 
service request in dispatch, continues with the 
quoting team, followed quickly by the execution 
by our skilled technicians, and concludes in the 
invoicing and close out stage. Our relentless 
pursuit of improvement is demonstrated by the 
fact that every customer we serve receives a 
post-work survey. The Service Team evaluates 
all feedback for opportunities for improvement 
and shares the accolades to all Technicians and 
Team Members to encourage continued service 
excellence.

NESM Service Department
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Riverstone Elementary 

Abel Lara - Service Department
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The Engineering Team at New England Sheet Metal and 
Mechanical Co. (NESM) provides best-in-class mechanical, 
HVAC, and plumbing engineering and design for clients 
throughout Central California in a multitude of industries.  
The Engineering Team has earned the reputation as the 
foremost design-build mechanical and plumbing (M&P) 
group for hospitals and medical facilities.  The Team’s 
engineering expertise is also sought-after by those in the 
education, municipal, commercial, agriculture, industrial, 
and utility industries.  This past year the Engineering 
Team has provided technical solutions for clients such as 
Community Medical Centers, Valley Children’s Hospital, 
Adventist Health, Madera Community Hospital, Saint 
Agnes Medical Center, Healthcare Centre of Fresno, PG&E, 
Southern California Edison, Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc., Nichols 
Farms, County of Fresno Department of Social Services, 
California Department of Water Resources, Fresno Yosemite 
International Airport, CSU Fresno, Central Unified School 
District, along with many others.  The NESM Engineering 
Team is also regularly called upon to partner with some of 
the nation’s largest general contractors on design-build and 
design-assist pursuits, in addition to the Central Valley’s 
premier contractors and developers. 

The NESM Engineering Team is made up of four licensed 
professional mechanical engineers (Dennis Enns, PE – Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, Ray Kutka, PE – Senior Mechanical 
Engineer, Fredy Tshibanda, PE – Mechanical Engineer, 
and Daniel Kalmink, PE – Mechanical Engineer), three 
mechanical designers (Kris Bolts, EIT, Christa Stone, and 
Andrew Ferdinandsen, EIT), and two engineering support 
technicians (Kurt Wong and Angel Mendoza).  These highly 
skilled individuals work together to provide complete 
in-house design and engineering of all M&P scopes, 
including plumbing, medical gas, HVAC systems, central 
utility plants, and controls.  The Team also performs 
building-information-modeling (BIM) and clash detection.  
Combining decades of engineering prowess and the 
availability of trade professionals to provide input on 
installation and maintenance gives the NESM Engineering 
Team a unique ability to deliver value-centric solutions.  
The Team recognizes that a low initial cost is an essential 
element, but not the only element.  A best-value solution 
must consider initial costs, along with life cycle costs, indoor 
air quality (IAQ), and thermal comfort.  Educating the client 
on the benefits of a well engineered and sustainable design 
is undoubtedly a strength of the NESM Team.

Under the guidance of Joshua Wilkinson, this dedicated 
team of hardworking engineers, designers, and technicians 
find no project too large, complex, or difficult to handle.  
The NESM Engineering Team is making a positive impact on 
the community and is ready for whatever challenges may 
come in the future.

4

Providing Engineered Solutions for the Central Valley and Beyond

Josh Wilkinson Dennis Enns

Ray Kutka Fredy Tshibanda

Daniel Kalmink Kris Bolts

Christa Stone Andrew Ferdinandsen

Kurt Wong Angel Mendoza
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New England Sheet Metal and Mechanical Co. (NESM) 
continues to work on the Clovis Community Medical Center 
Phase C Expansion project with Clark Construction Group, 
LLC. By implementing a heavily collaborative approach to 
this project, Clark Construction Group and the major trade 
contractors are working together to keep this complex project 
moving forward on an aggressive schedule while allowing 
this critical care hospital to maintain full uninterrupted 
operational use of its facility.

In March 2020, the project scope was expanded to include 
major remodels within the existing facility. This includes but 
is not limited to a new Entry Lobby and Cath Lab expansion, 
remodels of the existing Pharmacy, Lab, three Operating 
Rooms, Imaging Department, and Post Anesthesia Care 
Unit Department (PACU), as well as the Central Sterile 
Department’s for both Inpatient and Outpatient Care. This 
increased scope drives our current contract amount over 
$65M for the project.

Currently, the largest focal point of the project is the new 
5-Story Bed Tower which includes 148 single patient rooms 

and totals over 133,000 square feet. Even considering all of 
the stringent COVID-19 protocols being implemented earlier 
this year, construction progress has not suffered. Construction 
is progressing on all floors and is on schedule to substantially 
complete in late 2021.

NESM looks forward to the future success of the project 
and continues to play an integral role as the major trade 
contractor partner for Clark Construction Group. NESM 
leadership on this project includes Mike Hensley, Ken Eynaud, 
Brandon Mead, Ian Cline, DeDe Stair, Andrew Ferdinandsen, 
Bill Sharp, Jerry Hyde, Donovan Mayhue, Scott Starnes, Brian 
Yockey, Ben Snyder, Casey Armstrong, Paul Carrasco, Paul 
Martins, Mark Jacoby, Jeff Garrison, Abel Lara, Tony Bautista, 
Charles Franks and Jay Phipps. The design team is led by 
Dennis Enns and includes Ray Kutka, Daniel Kalmink, Fredy 
Tshibanda, Kurt Wong, and Angel Mendoza.

Clovis Community Medical Center
CCMC Phase C Expansion
Clovis, CA
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Phase C Expansion - Clovis, CA

Both the sheet metal shop and the pipe shop have been 
busy throughout 2020. They have performed critical 
support for nearly every project that we have constructed.  
Nathan Harris (Sheet Metal) and Chris Virrey (Piping) have 
provided leadership and levels of collaboration that are 
unparalleled in our industry. Ultimately, our clients are the 
beneficiaries of the robust prefabrication capabilities at 
NESM. We are ever increasing the VALUE that we deliver 
to our clients. We have demonstrated that prefabrication 
is faster, safer, higher quality, and reduces cost. From the 
small and simple to the large and complex we have built 
projects in both of our shops that have left our clients in 
awe of the craftsmanship of our personnel.

A Busy Year for the NESM Fabrication Shops

NESM Pipe Fabrication Shop
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New England Sheet Metal and Mechanical Co.’s Estimating 
Department develops estimates for many facets of the 
company, ranging in a variety of trade specialties, as well 
as within diversified markets and regions of operations. 
The team collectively offers over 150 years of experience 
and knowledge in the construction industry to support the 
estimating products delivered. 

The team is led by Ken Eynaud, with technical trade 
estimating coming from Mike Ewy, Jim Grant, and Randy 
Nichols, along with administrative support provided by 
Nicole Ludtke. 

Ken Eynaud has been with the company for over 14 
years and has served in his current role, as well as HVAC 
estimator and project manager. Additionally, Ken served 
in the U.S. Air Force for 4 years as an imagery/geospatial 
analyst and also has both a Bachelor’s and M.B.A. degree. 

Mike Ewy has been with the company for over 13 years, 
47 years collectively in the plumbing/pipe-fitting trades. 
He has served as; journeyman, foreman, superintendent, 
estimator, and Vice President/Owner (Partner) of his own 
company. 

Jim Grant offers a combined 48 years of experience, with 
36 years in plumbing/pipe-fitting field and management, 

12 years of AutoCAD/drafting and  estimating. Jim has 
been with NESM for 12 years and has also served 2 years 
in the Army as an aircraft/helicopter mechanic and is a 
proud Vietnam Veteran. 

Randy Nichols, our HVAC/Sheet Metal specialist has been 
with the firm for 16 years, 34 years total in the industry as 
a true AutoCAD/drafting specialist. His knowledge in CAD 
products, such as CADuct/Pipe, NavisWorks and Trimble, 
all compliment the expertise he brings to the team. 

Administratively the estimating team is supported by 
Nicole Ludtke who has been with NESM for over 5 years. 
Her skills and experience navigate the team through 
bid compliance, pre-qualification requirements, and 
documentation control.

Meet the NESM Estimating Team
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Ken Eynaud, Mike Ewy, Jim Grant, & Randy Nichols

Valley Children’s Hospital - Various Projects
Madera, CA

Throughout the past several years New England Sheet 
Metal and Mechanical (NESM) has partnered with Valley 
Children’s Hospital to address their HVAC and plumbing 
needs. NESM has been involved 
in projects of various sizes on the 
campus, ranging from large scale 
projects such as replacing Roof Top 
Air Conditioner 13 (RTAC-13) to small 
scale tenant improvement projects 
such as the retrofit of Fluoroscopy 
Room 3. The RTAC-13 project 
required the team to remove the old 
unit and set the new unit in a matter 
of hours to reduce the impact on the 
hospital’s services. Once this was 
complete, Bedard Controls Inc. and 
Air Control Balancing Inc. were able 
to perform control upgrades and 
air balancing in the zones served by 

RTAC-13. The Fluoroscopy project required the medication 
of one zone’s ductwork and installation of medial gas 
piping and various plumbing fixtures. Regardless of the 
size and scope of the project, NESM is always ready to 
assist Valley Children’s Hospital with their HVAC and 

plumbing needs and looks forward to our 
continued partnership.

To help deliver the various projects at Valley 
Children’s Hospital, NESM has teamed up 
with: Kruger Construction Inc., Bedard 
Controls Inc., Air Control Balancing Inc., and 
Performance Contracting Inc. NESM’s project 
team includes: John Sloan, Mike Hensley, 
Ken Eynaud, Bill Sharp, Jerry Hyde, Donovan 
Mayhue, Brian Yockey, Ruben Gonzalez, 
Craig Radke, Jeff Wong, Bob Flores, Kris 
Bolts, and Elizabeth Meza. The NESM 
design team includes: Dennis Enns, Fredy 
Tshibanda, Christa Stone, Kurt Wong, and 
Angel Mendoza.

RTAC-13 Replacement
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In January 2020,           
W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) 
was awarded the N19 
Arden Pump Station 
Rehabilitation Project 
by Sacramento Regional 
County Sanitation 
District. The work 
associated with this 
project includes the 
building of a bypassing 

system capable of handling flow rate up to 27 MGD in 
order to safely access, repair and rehabilitate the wet 
well pump station. In the early 1990’s the wet well pump 
station was originally a headworks and part of the long 
since decommissioned Arden Waste Water Treatment 
Facility. Given the pump station’s location in central 
Sacramento and its ability to pump up to 95 MGD during 
wet weather flows, it is critical to keep it online for the 
conveyance of wastewater to the regional plant located in 
Elk Grove. 

After the project had been awarded, WML approached 
the owner with a substantial value engineering design 
change in order to help constructability, facilitate 
bypassing, truncate the project schedule and provide the 
possibility of a shared cost savings. Part 1 of this design 
change includes the deletion of a temporary line-stop, 
deep and shored excavation in the interior of the plant, 
and the demolition/restoration/bypassing of an existing 
storm water channel in order to facilitate the bypassing 
requirements. Part 2 includes the excavation/intercepting 
of the main 78” interceptor pipeline, interconnection of 
an adjacent 54” sewer line and relocation of the bypass 
pumping station. The implementation of this design 
change created a whole new set of challenges needing to 
be worked through and overcome. 

Once the bypassing structure is complete and the bypass 
pumping begins, the rehabilitation of the pump station 
can commence. The main focus of rehabilitation includes 

concrete repairs of the upper/lower wet well sections 
and pump suction shafts followed by the recoating of the 
entire wet well. Additional rehabilitation includes the 
demolition and replacement of various mechanical and 
electrical components.

The project team facilitating this project include Division 
Manager Tony Mueller, Reece Berger (Chief Estimator & 
Value Eng.), Mark Schmitz (PE), Aaron Vogel (PE & QA/
QC), Troy Pitts (Foreman) and Dave Jimenez (Foreman). 
This project and design change require close coordination 
with Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District, the 
design engineer Corollo and our key subcontractors Jeffco 
Painting as well as Central Sierra Electrical. 

Sacramento County Regional 
Sanitation District
Arden Pump Station Rehabilitation
Sacramento, CA
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WML Mobilization Team - Dave Jimenez, 
Atlee Snoe, Troy Pitts, Mark Schmitz

The Graham Hill Water Treatment Plant Tube Settler 
Replacement Project was a 1 year, $1.2M job for 
the City of Santa Cruz. The project was awarded in 
late 2018, with work beginning in summer of 2019. 
The project scope included removing and replacing 
the three basin’s tube settlers, baffle walls, and 
vacuum sludge piping. Concrete crack injection, 
concrete patching, and added trough bracing was also 
completed within each of the three basins. Our “Can 
Do” attitude to finish early and a great relationship 
with the City of Santa Cruz led to a significant change 
order that  included the removal and replacement of 
outdated flocculator systems in all three basins, roughly 
doubling our contract value to $2.2M. Modifications 
were also made to the existing concrete and steel to 
accommodate the new equipment. The flocculator 
installation started in August 2020. All the work is being 
performed safely by hand, off ladders and scaffolding. 
This project faced challenges of COVID-19 delays, forest 
fires and limited site access, yet will be completed as 
scheduled, in October 2020.

Key Personnel for is project has been Ben Allen – 
Project Engineer, Gary Walker – Superintendent, John 
Kenney – Foreman, Mike Eaton – Lead man, Rafael 
Cortez, and Salvador Cuevas, Alex Medina, Brian 
Rafferty, Jorge Zavala, Brian Bryla - Craftsmen.

City of Santa Cruz
Graham Hill Water Treatment Plant 
Tube Settler Replacement Project
Santa Cruz, CA
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Pleasant Grove WWTP Expansion Project
In response to sudden accelerated growth within the 
facility’s service area, the City of Roseville selected          
W. M. Lyles Co. (WML), through an Alternative Delivery 
– Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) process, to expand 
the Pleasant Grove Wastewater Treatment Plant. Two 
prequalified contractors submitted bid proposals to the 
City in July 2019 and by late August, WML was selected as 
the best value contractor to construct the project.

The Expansion Project will provide for construction of the 
following major improvements:

• Primary Clarifiers for the removal of biosolids.

• Equipment gallery including pumps for the transfer of 
primary sludge and scum to the Digesters.

• Odor Control Facility utilizing granular media to 
prevent foul odors from reaching sensitive receptors.

• Two Digesters which will reduce the volume of solids 
requiring disposal through anaerobic digestion and, as 
a byproduct, produce methane for beneficial use.

• Sludge Thickening Facilities which will support 
Digester operation by reducing the volume of water 
present in the Waste Activated Sludge.

• Chemical Feed Facilities that will limit the production 
of hydrogen sulfide, a corrosive and dangerous gas.

• Civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical 
infrastructure.

Pleasant Grove 
WWTP Energy 
Recovery Project
The City of Roseville is 
committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions and utilizing 
renewable energy. This 
commitment led to the 
development of the 
Energy Recovery Project which will produce wastewater 
biogas to provide for alternative CNG/Biogas fuel for City 
owned fleet vehicles and alternative fuel systems. This 
project will also provide for the collection of high strength 
waste (fats, oils, and grease) generated by local businesses 
and feeding it directly into the anaerobic digesters thereby 
boosting gas and electricity production, and diverting 
organic waste that would otherwise be discharged into 
the sewer system or disposed of at a landfill. Through an 
Alternative Delivery – Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) 
process, the City selected W. M. Lyles Co. to deliver this 
innovative project. 

The Energy Recovery Project will provide for construction 
of the following major improvements:

• High-Strength Waste Receiving Station 

• Odor Control Facility 

• Biogas Upgrading System

• Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Fueling Station 

• Cogeneration Facility

• Civil, structural, mechanical, and electrical 
infrastructure

Major subcontractors contributing to the construction of 
both projects are San Joaquin Electrical, Ward-Henshaw, 
EFS West, and CMC Rebar.

WML team members include Division Manager Tony 
Mueller, Senior Project Managers John Lunsford and Jon 
Shugarte, Project Engineer Al Honorat, Field Engineer Josh 
Morris, Intern Amanda Oleksa, Project Superintendents 
Chris Varner and Chuck Flannigan, and Foremen Manny 
Enriquez, James Kruse, Chris Stallman, Brodey Thorn, 
Steve Castillo, Chris Almadova, and David Jimenez.

City of Roseville
Pleasant Grove WWTP Expansion and Energy Recovery Projects
Roseville, CA

                 PGWWTP Expansion Project - Roseville, CA
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ERP Building No. 2
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The Stockton RWCF 
Modifications 
Project is a $192M 
Progressive Design-
Build Project and  is 
a joint venture with 
our design partner, 
AECOM. The major 
components include 
construction of new 
influent pumping, 
screening, and grit 

removal systems; new secondary biological treatment 
systems; new tertiary filtration and disinfection systems; 
new solids handling facilities; and new Laboratory, 
Administration, Operations and Maintenance Buildings. 

Construction started in September of 2019 and we’re 
currently about 25% complete. We’ve placed over 20,000 
CY of concrete, installed about 3 miles of pipe, and moved 
around 180,000 CY of earthwork. Currently, the focus is 
on completing the four 165’ diameter Secondary Clarifiers 
and new Aeration Basin structures, as well as starting the 
new personnel buildings around the site.

Throughout construction, we have maintained a relatively 
consistent workforce of around 100 craft personnel. This 
has been a tremendous undertaking and we have been 
fortunate to have a talented group led by Superintendents 
Larry Larsen (Structures and Mechanical), Kevin Vieira 
(Civil and Underground), and Kevin Wagner (Personnel 
buildings)

For W. M. Lyles Co., the project is being led by Vince 
Guillama (Construction Manager), Dave Calandro (JV 
Operations Manager) along with Adam Hansen (Buildings 
Project Manager), Michael Hoban (Retrofit), Anthony 
Greene (Concrete/Mechanical), Adam Hickman (Above 
Grade Pipe), Edgar Aguayo (Metals/Buildings), Luis Perez 
(Below Grade Pipe), and Ana Cooper (Safety). Additionally, 
Collins Electric has been a seamless team player with 
Project Manager Jake Rovig and Foremen Guy Lawson and 
Mike Pera.

For AECOM, the design and construction support efforts 
have contributed greatly to the project’s success thanks to 
the leadership of Charlie Randolph (JV Project Manager), 

Gabriel Perigault (Design Manager), Chris Schmitt (Design 
Lead), John Plummer (Resident Engineer), and Mike 
Moroni (QC Manager). 

We’ve maintained an exceptional relationship with the 
City who is represented by John Abrew (MUD Director) 
and Deedee Antypas (MUD Deputy Director), Art O’Brien 
(RBI), Jeff Pelz (West Yost), and Jeff Hitt (Carollo).  

City of Stockton
Regional Wastewater Control Facility

Stockton, CA
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Secondary Clarifier #1 Concrete Wall

The DDSD Pump Station Facilities Repair Project consists 
of five pump stations located along Highway 4 between 
Oakley and Bay Shore. Improvements to the pump stations 
began in 2018 under challenging circumstances with 
three of the sites placed on hold while FEMA funding was 
secured. Despite these challenges W. M. Lyles Co. has 
remained undeterred and is now working at all five sites. 
The project team is led by Division Manager Tony Mueller, 
Field Engineer Chris Toler, and Labor Foreman Mike Lister. 
The PM for the owner, Delta Diablo Sanitation District, is 
Sean Williams. ICM Group, Inc. is the CM for the project 
and led by Jeffrey Inferrera and Keith DeLapp. This project 
will be completed by the end of 2020.   

Improvements at 
each of the pump 
stations include a 
comprehensive scope 
of work. Buildings will 
receive a new PVC 
roof, fans, doors, and 
interior paint. Diversion 
structures and wet wells 
will undergo concrete 
restoration and coating. 
Mechanical and equipment upgrades include new pumps, 
valves, gates, silencers, and hydro pneumatic tanks. Site 
improvements will raise three of the sites to comply with 
FEMA flood level requirements and incorporate new 
bio-retention basins, a flood gate, concrete retaining 
walls, storm drain systems, and new pavement and gravel 
surfaces.

Delta Diablo Sanitation District
Pump Station Facilities Repair
Oakley, Antioch, Pittsburg and Bay Shore, CA

   Shore Acres Pump Station (#4)
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City of Camarillo
North Pleasant Valley Desalter Project
Camarillo, CA

In September 2019, W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) began 
construction activities on the $40.5 million City of 
Camarillo North Pleasant Valley Desalter Project. The City 
has largely relied on blending ground water with imported 
treated water from another municipal source to meet 
their drinking water demands. Over the past 20 years or 
so, the salinity levels in the City’s ground water supply 
have risen such that there is concern about the viability 
of their non-sourced drinking water supply. To mitigate 
their concern, the new reverse osmosis (RO) water 
treatment plant will treat 4,500 acre-feet per year of 
brackish groundwater and produce approximately 3,800 
acre-feet per year of potable water, representing 40% of 
the City’s overall water supply. The project design also has 
accommodation for expansion to treat 9,000 acre-feet per 
year.

We have been fortunate to have both local and central 
valley skilled craft personnel participate in the project. 
This includes Superintendent Gary Nicholson with 

Humberto Trujillo, 
Jeff Ellington, 
Chris Allen, 
Michael Smith, 
Jose Rangel, Reyes 
Gonzalez, Ricardo 
Rosas, who 
have completed 
underground 
mechanical and are now moving on to above grade 
equipment and mechanical piping. Superintendent 
Dan Lanier, with Joel Garcia, Manual Acosta, Hector 
Ramirez, Felipe Aldama, Jose Aldama, Gregg Arthur, Jose 
Magallanes, Eric Manzo, Manuel Acosta, Antonio Franco, 
Jaime Cisneros, and Javier Espinoza have placed structural 
concrete for various process facilities. WML Project 
Management staff includes Senior Project Manager Jeff 
Mathiowetz, Project Engineer Allen Hickernell, Project 
Engineer Grant Kerwin, and Field Engineer Crystal Becerra.  
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In May 2019, W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was the successful 
bidder on the Secondary Clarifier and Mixed Liquor Line 
Improvements Project at the Selma, Kingsburg, Fowler 
County Sanitation District Waste Water Treatment Plant 
in Kingsburg, CA. The project included the demolition 
and construction of two existing flow control structures, 
the installation of two 42” underground pipelines, 
the construction of a new sludge pump station, the 
replacement of 9,000 aeration diffusers in a primary 
aeration basin, the replacement of seven pump motor 
controllers, and the replacement of four secondary 
clarifier mechanisms. 

The most difficult aspect of the project was that every 
structure in the secondary treatment process had to 
be replaced or modified while the plant was kept in 
continuous operation. This required the project to be 
separated into five major phases, three of which included 
major bypass pumping operations. In order to streamline 
the project schedule and allow more time for clarifier 

equipment procurement, 
WML worked with the 
owner and the engineer 
to combine the first two 
phases of work and then 
to resequencing the 
last three phases. As of 
September 2020, the first 
four phases of work are 
complete and Phase 5 is 
on track to be finished 
ahead of schedule. 

Key staff for the project 
include Pipe Foreman 
Quick Nava, Carpenter Foremen Bobby Dixon and Todd 
Woods, Millwright Superintendent Gary Walker, Field 
Engineer Caroline Ureta, and PE/Estimator Peter Rees. The 
design engineer for the project is Herwit Engineering. 

Selma-Kingsburg-Fowler County Sanitation District
Secondary Clarifier and ML Line Improvements
Selma, Kingsburg, and Fowler Counties, CA

Wash water recovery slab-on-grade placement.

 New Clarifier Flow Splitting 
Stucture
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Regional Plant No. 1 - Flare Improvements
On July 7, 2020, W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) received a Notice 
to Proceed on the $5.4M Regional Plant No. 1 – Flare 
Improvements Project from the Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency (IEUA).

The work on the project includes replacing the existing 
candlestick flare with a new flare facility. The flare facility 
consists of three new, fully enclosed, ultra-low emission 
flares with a duplex gas compression skid, a new low 
pressure gas holder tank, an iron sponge facility with 
two relocated existing iron sponges and one new iron 
sponge, and a new condensate manhole. Installation is 
sequenced so that a flare is always in operation. The first 
phase consists of the installation and start-up of one new 
flare, the gas holder tank, one new iron sponge, and all 
associated mechanical and electrical. After completion of 
the first phase, the existing flare will be demolished, the 
two existing iron sponges will be relocated, and the two 
new flares will be installed.

The project is scheduled 
to be completed 
in October 2021. 
WML team members 
include Mike Dragoon 
(Superintendent), Denis 
Prado (Foreman), Oscar 
Torres (Field Engineer), 
and Tyler Vanderzee 
(Project Manager).

Regional Plant No. 4 - Primary Clarifier and 
Process Rehabilitation
W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was awarded the Regional Plant 
No. 4 – Primary Clarifier Process Rehabilitation Project by 
the Inland Empire Utility Agency (IEUA) on February 24, 
2020.

The project consists of extensive concrete repair and 
coating at facilities throughout the plant, equipment 
rehabilitation and replacement, a new secondary 
scum pump station, and miscellaneous mechanical 
and electrical upgrades. As with most plant work, the 
work must be completed while keeping the plant fully 
operational. This requires sequencing the rehabilitation 

work so that at least one unit for each process is in 
operation at all times, while other facilities require 
extended shutdowns with complete bypass systems 
attended 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The project is 
scheduled to be 
completed in 
October, 2021. The 
WML team consists 
of Marcos Reyes, 
Mark Glaszczak, 
Mike Dragoon, 
Lorenzo Ortega, 
Denis Prado, 
Chantz Fox, and 
Tyler Vanderzee.

Regional Plant No. 5 - Liquids Treatment 
Expansion to 22.5 MGD and Solids Treatment 
Facility
The Liquids Treatment Expansion to 22.5 MGD and Solids 
Treatment Facility Project at RP-5 was awarded on July 
15, 2020.  The contract value is $329,982,900.00, which 
is the largest in the history of W. M. Lyles Co. (WML). The 
project is divided into two phases, Solids & Liquids.

The Solids Treatment Phase has to be completed in 42 
months and makes up 60% of the cost of the contract.  
The majority of this work is completed in a greenfield site 
that will allow work to start immediately.  The Liquids 
Treatment Phase has more time, 54 months, due to the 
required demolition of existing equipment and structures 
in the original plant. The project revenue will be $85 
million per year of construction with an average of 75 
WML men and women working safely, productively, and 
to the highest level of quality that is expected from WML. 
The project is currently in the pre-construction phase 
and is expected to break ground with mass earthwork 
operations starting in early October.       

The project team currently includes Project Executive 
Juan Ahumada, Senior Project Manager Ricardo Andrade, 
Project Managers Bryan Case, Marcos Reyes, Stephen 
Henning, Michael Bonser and Jason Radliff, Project 
Engineers Danny Flores and Alicia Silvas-Porter, Field 
Engineers Arturo Gomez, Greg Davis, and Lucas Cramer, 
Project Coordinator Nav Bhopal, and Superintendents 
Mark Glaszczak, Armando Corona, and Rod Rodriguez.  

Inland Empire Utility Agency
Regional Plant No. 1, 4, and 5 Projects

Ontario, Bakersfield, and Chino, CA

11

RP-1 Flare Improvements

Blasting and coating the rake arms at 
Secondary Clarifier No. 1.
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On October 2, 2018, W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was awarded 
the $53,312,000 City of Beaumont WWTP Salt Mitigation 
Upgrade Project. This multi-phased project achieves the 
City’s goal of expanding the average daily flow from 4 MGD 
to 6 MGD. The City’s plant flows are increasing due to new 
homes and industries being connected to the sewer system. 
These increased flows will lead to the treatment plant 
coming closer to exceeding the existing plant capacity and 
potentially violating their plant effluent Discharge Permit. 
WML successfully completed Phase 1 of the project on 
September 10, 2020 by accepting full plant flow through 
the new Membrane Bioreactor system and meeting the 
requirements of the Discharge Permit. We are looking 
forward to Phase 2 project completion by summer of 2021. 
Phase 2 scope includes: demolition of remaining four 
BIOLAC Aeration Basin ponds with corresponding splitter 
boxes, demolition of Tertiary Sand Filter structure, new 
Equalization Basin, two more Aeration Basin tanks, new 
sludge feed pump station, modifications to existing clarifier 
tanks, new sludge blower facility, new solids handling 
facility and loading structure. 

A strong WML project management team consists of Oscar 
Mendoza, Michael Bonser, Adam Hickman, Armando 
Cayama and Marissa Volcansek. Leading the field crews are 
Superintendents Robert Beck, Jaime Quintero and Armando 
Corona, Foremen Martin Barrera, Jeff Guinane, Ernesto 
Velasquez, Kirk Keeler, and Denis Prado. All field craft 
continue to be our most valuable asset. We look forward to 
making Beaumont another successful project. 

City of Beaumont - Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Salt Mitigation 
Upgrade
Beaumont, CA

Semitropic Water Storage District
Emergency Pump Platform 
Repairs
Lost Hills, CA

In November 2019, our 
longtime client, Semitropic 
Water Storage District, 
inspected their older in-
canal pumping plants and 
determined that four of 
them suffered from extensive 
corrosion damage that would eventually result in major 
structural failures. These were major plants, integral to 
their operations, typically with seven pumps ranging 
from 75hp to 600hp and large discharge manifolds. 
LCG Executive Rick Amigh and District Engineer Isela 
Medina collaborated to develop a plan that would allow 
the repairs to be made during a system-wide shutdown 
in early 2020. In early December, the Board approved 
an emergency resolution and W. M. Lyles Co. was 
authorized to proceed with the work.

The first order of business was to locate a steel 
fabricator and electrician that had the ability to achieve 
our aggressive schedule. We quickly engaged Allied 
Steel Co. and A-C Electric Company and both firms 
immediately assigned the necessary resources to 
support our project.

Project manager David Stringer worked with District 
staff to develop a work plan that allowed the work to 
occur at multiple plants during various stages: removal 
of existing pumps, piping and electrical; demolition and 
replacement of existing pump platforms; and the re-
installation of the pumps, piping and electrical. Crews 
mobilized on January 6th and the first delivery of steel 
occurred 10 days later.  

Often all four plants were under various stages of 
construction and we worked weekends to have all plants 
operating in early March. Directing the field work was 
Superintendent Gary Walker. He did a remarkable job 
on this retrofit, creatively trimming steel members and 
decking to make everything fit. His main crew consisted 
of Kevin Walker, Kevin Ankins, Chris Harris, Brian 
Rafferty, John Kenney, and Mike Eaton, plus many others 
that provided assistance when the situation demanded 
it.

This project was an example of how W. M. Lyles Co.  
stands ready to respond quickly in an emergency 
situation to assist clients when called upon.  Job well 
done by all on this project!WWTP Salt Mitigation - Beaumont, CA Upgrade

Gary Walker directs pump 
platform removal.
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W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) broke ground on the City of Fresno 
Northeast Surface Water Treatment Facility 4.5 MG Storage 
Tank and Improvements Project in December 2019. This 
project adds a new pre-stressed 4.5 million gallon concrete 
treated water storage reservoir to the existing treatment 
facility. The City of Fresno CM Division is responsible for 
Construction Management, while Jacobs is the Design 
Engineer of Record.

In addition to the new reservoir, the project includes 
installation of 875 lineal feet of 48” to 60” CMLC steel piping, 

two new cast-in-
place concrete valve 
vaults, 2,600 lineal 
feet of 8-foot tall 
CMU perimeter 
walls, 1,600 lineal 
feet of fencing 
and gates, and site 
grading and drainage 
improvements. 

WML faced several challenges on this project, primarily 
associated with the depth of the new valve vaults and piping. 
The most difficult location proved to be at the 60” TW tie-in 
to the existing 60” TW suction manifold. With an overall 

trench depth greater than 30 feet, WML self-performed 
the installation of the engineered “beam and plate & 
lagging” trench shoring to facilitate the safe excavation and 
installation of the 60” TW CMLC steel piping. 

WML utilized and self-performed several other engineered 
shoring systems on the project. This included “cantilevered 
beam and plate” shoring at both the Bifurcation and T-12 
Valve Vaults, as well as a “slide rail” shoring system for the 
main 60” TW piping run (+/-30ft deep).

With safety as our primary focus, we are proud to report 
that both WML and reservoir subcontractor DN Tanks 
have logged nearly 20,000 combined man hours with no 
recordable injuries.

The Project Team leading this impressive effort includes 
Laborer Foreman John Kenney, Carpenter Foreman Todd 
Woods, Sr. Project Manager Mike Van Groningen, and Project 
Intern Brendan Sanders. Central Division / Fresno Area 
Mechanic Bryce Colan also made significant contributions 
toward the installation of the engineered shoring system, in 
addition to his primary role for servicing and maintaining our 
large fleet of equipment. We are currently on schedule for 
achieving our contractual substantial completion in January 
2021.

City of Fresno
Northeast Surface Water Treatment Facility

4.5 MG Storage Tank and Improvements
Fresno, CA
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DN Tanks installing shoring.

City of Tulare - Group 2 Well No. 11, 34, & 38 TCP Treatment
Tulare, CA

In September 2019, W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was awarded 
the Group 2 TCP Mitigation Project by the City of Tulare. 
This project was the second phase of three issued by 
the city for the installation of granular activated carbon 
(GAC) treatment systems at existing well sites valued 
at just under $1.5M. The GAC treatment is utilized to 
filter out Trichloropropane 1,2,3 (TCP), a carcinogen, to 
be in compliance with new state-mandated maximum 
contaminant levels.

Construction on the Group 2 sites started in November 
of 2019 with a final completion in July of 2020. The work 
included the installation of concrete foundations, the 
setting and installation of owner supplied vessels, yard 
piping, backwash systems, electrical upgrades, and site 
surfacing at three existing well sites. 

Key players on the WML team included Joe Scerbo 
(PM), Bobby Dixon (Foreman), Shawn Keeny (Foreman), 
and Michael Wise (EA). The project required close 
coordination with the City of Tulare and the engineer 
Provost & Pritchard. 

On September 3rd, 
the City of Tulare 
recommended to their 
board that W. M. Lyles 
Co. be awarded Phase 3, 
the final phase, of their 
TCP Mitigation Projects. 
We look forward to 
working closely with the 
City to achieve project 
completion in 2021.

    TCP Treatment at Well No. 11
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W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was awarded the Arsenic Mitigation 
Phase Two Project by the Arvin Community Services District 
(ACSD) in April of 2019. The project, valued at $11.2 million, 
included the development of three new well sites, a booster 
pump station, and associated potable water distribution 
piping.

The one-acre well sites are nearly identical in nature, and 
each features a deep well vertical turbine pump, a 3,000 
gallon hydro pneumatic tank, a chlorine injection system 
housed in a pre-fabricated fiberglass building, welded steel 
effluent piping, a 500kW standby generator, a site security 
system, a large drainage sump, an underground storm drain 
system, and site finishes (base rock surfacing, site perimeter 
fencing, and a paved asphalt driveway). 

The booster pump station scope included the installation of 
an 80-foot diameter, 28’ tall welded steel storage tank, three 
booster pumps capable of a combined 3,000 gpm output, 
a 6,000 gallon hydro pneumatic tank, a chlorine injection 
system, a 600kW standby generator, welded steel effluent 
piping, and rehabilitation of the existing well pump.

Also included in the project scope was the installation 
of approximately 17,000 feet of 12” to 24” underground 
distribution piping, decommissioning and demolition of five 
existing well sites, and SCADA integration with all existing 

and new ACSD sites.

Crews mobilized 
to the site in 
May of 2019. The 
project was initially 
spearheaded by 
Jeff Mathiowetz 
(Sr. PM), and later 
transitioned to 
Tyler Caglia (PM). 
Key personnel 
included Scott 

Fults (Estimator), Tim Miller (Foreman), Glenn Jackson 
(Superintendent), Dan Lanier (Foreman), Manuel Acosta 
(Foreman), and Frank Adkins (Foreman). Also assisting with 
the project were Michael Wise (EA), Chanel Prince (OA), and 
Cassie Ellis (OC).

Arvin Community Services District
Arsenic Mitigation Phase Two Project
Arvin, CA

             One of the completed well sites. 
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California Water Service Co.
BK 255 Well Site Improvements
Bakersfield, CA
W. M. Lyles Co. 
(WML) was awarded 
the BK 225 Well 
Site Improvements 
Project by California 
Water Service 
Company (CWSC) 
in December 2019. 
The project, valued at approximately $1 million, called 
for the development of one new well site in southwest 
Bakersfield, CA to meet increasing potable water 
demand by local customers.

WML mobilized to the project site in February 2020 
and completed construction in only four months. The 
main scope of work and driver of the critical path 
was a new 480 square foot CMU block building that 
fully enclosed the new well head, electrical gear, and 
chemical equipment. Among other items associated 
with the building, WML crews self-performed the 
installation of the roof framing and shingles, doors 
and hardware, concrete foundation, and under-slab 
utilities.

The scope also included the installation of an 
18” storm drain system, 12” effluent piping and 
appurtenances that tied into an existing street main, 
electrical service from a new PG&E offsite connection, 
onsite finishes, and offsite road reconstruction. WML 
also worked closely with CWSC throughout the project 
to coordinate delivery and installation of owner-
furnished materials, including an emergency standby 
generator, various electrical and instrumentation gear, 
chemical equipment, and the well pump.

Key players of the WML team included Tyler Caglia 
(PM), Scott Fults (Estimator), Julio Rodriguez (Pipe 
Foreman), Glenn Jackson (Concrete / Building 
Superintendent), and Manuel Acosta (Concrete / 
Building Foreman). Our major subcontractors included 
Bronco Electric, Dorfmeier Masonry, Pacific Steel, 
Granite Construction, Wm. B. Saleh, Yukon Fence, 
and Journey Air. The project was designed by Jordan 
Dickson of CWSC, who also represented the owner 
throughout construction.

BK 225 Well Site Improvements
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W. M. Lyles Co. celebrates another successful joint 
venture with AECOM and Veolia on the Rialto S1 WWTP 
Improvements Projects along with Veolia Water West 
Operating Services, Inc. Per Rialto’s Regional Board, the 
plant’s effluent comprises 100% of the City’s stream flow. 
As a result, this $25,388,711 expansion project required 
maintenance of discharge flows for the existing plant at all 
times.

To make this feasible, the general strategy was to build 
the Plant No. 5 expansion, new disc filters and new 
CCT Disinfection and keep them “off -line” until startup 
and testing were complete. Then, the new facilities 
could be brought online. Critical path activities included 
construction of Plant No. 5 facilities. As such, the timing 
for construction of the other plant facilities had to be so 
that all new facilities were ready for performance testing 
at the same time.

Once the new Plant No. 5 facilities were online, a final live 
connection/tie-in was completed at the influent pipeline 
without disruption of flow. The final tie-in was completed 
successfully, and was completed with the use of Bypass 
systems installed by WML.

The WML team 
responsible for 
the estimating 
efforts included a 
combined staff of 
Matt Cain, Juan 
Ahumada, Reece 
Berger, Pat Saleen, 
and Dave Dawson. 
Field office 
management consisted of Marcos Reyes, Jeff  Tholen, 
Chantz Fox, and Grant Gourley. Field supervision included 
Structural Superintendent Mark Glaszczak, Carpenter 
Foremen Ray Lopez and Lorenzo Ortega, Labor Pipe 
Foremen Anthony Pilato and Denis Prado.

The project was completed on budget and three months 
ahead of schedule, with a final completion date of July 
22, 2020. Our success is credited to the strong working 
relationship built between the WML, AECOM, and Veolia, 
and the experienced team members who brought their 
vast experience to the table accompanied with their “get 
it done fast and safely” attitude.

City of Rialto
S1 Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements

Bloomington, CA
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 Rialto S1 WWTP Improvements Project

Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD)
San Jose Creek WRP Flow Equalization Facilities - Phase 1
Whittier, CA

W. M. Lyles Co. 
successfully 
completed the San 
Jose Creek WRP Flow 
Equalization Facilities 
- Phase 1 project 
for The Los Angeles 
County Sanitation 
Districts (LACSD). 
This project posed 
unique challenges as 
we constructed two 
4-million gallon flow 
equalization tanks 
and a pump station 
approximately fifty 

feet below grade, in groundwater conditions. The top of 
the structure housed the odor control facility and the 
electrical building which powered the entire project. 
Construction began in January of 2017 with a Contract 
value of $42 million. Our staff successfully navigated wet 
winters, challengingly deep excavations, and COVID-19. 
Final completion of the project was accomplished on 
schedule in August 2020. The Project team responsible 
for contributing to this successful project was Rico 
Andrade: Senior Project Manager, Stephen Henning: 
Project Manager, Tyler Vanderzee: Project Manager, 
Danny Flores: Project Engineer, Adam Hickman: Project 
Engineer, Vijay Kumar: Commissioning Engineer, Mike 
Dragoon: Superintendent, Rod Rodriguez: Superintendent, 
Luis Martinez: Carpenter Foreman, Rick Pulliam: Laborer 
Foreman, Kirk Keeler: Laborer Foreman and Martin 
Leanos: Laborer Foreman.

WRP Flow Equalization 
Facilities Phase 1 
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The work continues at Orange County Sanitation District.  
In June, 2019 W. M. Lyles Co. was awarded the MP-248 
Secondary Clarifier Repairs project at OCSD’s Plant No. 2. 
This $3,048,000 contract is the latest in a seven year run 
of continuous work for OCSD at Plants 
No. 1 and 2. This project requires the 
removal and replacement of all the 
clarifier chain and flight equipment 
in 6 of the plant’s 12 secondary 
clarifier tanks. The initial work entails 
demolishing the existing equipment and 
cleaning the sludge from each 238 LF x 
60 LF size tanks. Once cleaned, we are 
required to blast and coat an existing 
embedded set of steel rails, drill and 
epoxy thousands of anchors, install all 
new equipment, and finally, start-up 
and commission. 

The original contract schedule only 
allowed for one tank to be out of 
service at a time during the contracted 644 days. However, 
after purposeful negotiations with OCSD, we were able 
to obtain multiple tanks at one time, which is greatly 
improving production. In total, this will allow us to trim 8 
months off the scheduled duration.  

A unique challenge to this project is gaining access to the 
clarifiers. Due to their location within the plant and the 
load limits of the surrounding decks, accessing the removal 
of old equipment and loading of new would require a large 
crane with multiple mobilization costs. With some due 

diligence, we have obtained a permit 
from Orange County Flood Control 
District to access the public bike path 
and easement just outside the OCSD 
property. This has allowed us to use 
our boom truck, eliminating the need 
for a large crane, the headache of set 
up logistics, and provided a significant 
savings in cost. 

The management of this project 
is being performed by Brenda 
Shanholtzer and the outstanding 
productivity is due to our foreman, 
Tommie McMillien, along with his crew 
of Carpenters: Tyler Hunley, Daniel 
Harte, Gilbert Magana, Luis Martinez, 

Juan Martinez, Sergio Martinez, Felipe Navarro, and new 
hire Dean Ojeda.

This project is well on its way to finish under budget and 
ahead of schedule.

Orange County Sanitation District - Secondary Clarifier Repairs at Plant 2
Huntington Beach, CA
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Chain & Flight Equipment

City of Imperial - Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade
Imperial, CA

In August of 2019 W. M. Lyles Co. (WML) was the 
apparent low bidder on the City of Imperial’s Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Upgrades Project for $20,276,000. The 
project consists of upgrades to the existing influent pump 
station and construction of a new grit structure, aeration 
basins, membrane bioreactor facility, and dewatering 
facility capable of processing an average daily flow of 2.4 
million gallons of wastewater. 

The project was awarded in September 2019 and notice 
to proceed followed shortly 
after on December 9, 2019.  
Construction started out 
slowly with a majority of 
the work dependent on 
demolition of an existing 
aeration basin, installation 
of a shoring and dewatering 
system, and 15,000 
cubic yards of earthwork 

excavation. This effort took approximately four months to 
complete due to the existing high groundwater table and 
clay soil conditions. Since completion of the excavation in 
March 2020, WML has installed approximately 5,500 lineal 
feet of below grade piping and constructed the aeration 
basins, membrane bioreactor basins, and dewatering 
facility building slab. The remainder of the project will 
focus on completion of the membrane bioreactor facility 
and installation of the above grade process mechanical 
piping and equipment. The project is currently scheduled 
to start commissioning in May 2021 with substantial 
completion in September 2021.

The WML management team responsible for this effort 
includes: Bryan Case, Jeff Tholen, and Ivette Ayon.  Field 
supervision includes: Anthony Pilato and Ed Jordan for 
mechanical piping and Jaime Quintero for concrete. Mike 
Hearon and Charlie Garcia also helped with the jobsite 
mobilization and facility earthwork.  The hard work and 
dedication of all the team members has contributed to 
another successful WML project.

Final slab on grade pour of 
the Aeration Basins.
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Upon its scheduled completion in December 2020, 
the Progressive Design-Build Rialto Bioenergy Facility 
(RBF) will be the first fully integrated bioenergy facility 
in California. RBF will help address two pressing waste 
management issues in California: food waste diversion 
from landfills, and biosolids management. RBF will 
convert 700 tons per day of food waste and 300 tons per 
day of biosolids into renewable natural gas, renewable 
electricity, and class A organic fertilizer, making it the 
largest facility of its kind in North America. 

The renewable natural gas is used as fuel to operate CHP 
(Combined Heat & Power) engines that generate up to 3 
MW of electricity that is sold to SCE (Southern California 
Edison) or stored at the onsite Battery Bank. The RNG can 
also be upgraded and pressurized to be sold to SoCal Gas 
by injection into the newly constructed point of receipt.  
RBF also incorporated a MicroGrid Control System. This 
system assures RBF will maintain a secure and reliable 
power supply for mission critical loads for operation in 
‘islanded’ mode during loss of offsite services. Lastly, 
all process water is recycled and treated at the onsite 
Fibracast Membrane Facility.

A very special thank you goes to all our industry partners 
that helped WML achieve success at RBF. Specifically; GHD 
Engineering, Southern Contracting, New England Sheet 
Metal and Mechanical Co., Anaergia Technologies, Pacific 
Tank, Allied Steel, Amber Steel, Performance Contracting, 
Inc. and DMC.

Lastly THANK YOU to all our employees that worked many 

hours including nights and weekends to make this project 
successful. The Project was led by Project Manager Sean 
MacGregor with support from Tyler Vanderzee, Ray 
Martin, Isaiah Andrade, Oscar Virrey, Charles Henley, 
Paul Nelson, Kyle Garner, Ernie Cortez, Martin Leanos, 
Kirk Keeler, Jeff Tholen, Chantz Fox, Rick Pulliam, Erasmo 
Arambula, Agustin Lepe, Vijay Kumar, Ray Lopez, Lorenzo 
Ortega, Gabrial Ortega, Rod Rodriguez, Mark Glasczcak, 
Marissa Volcansek, Grant Gourley, and Javier Vargas.

Rialto Bioenergy Facility, LLC
PyroBioMethane Project
Bloomington, CA

W. M. Lyles Co. has been contracted to install Pyrolysis 
Equipment for Biosolids at the Rialto BioEnergy Facility 
(RBF). Pyrolysis is combustion without the flame.  
By combining heat and pressure in a low oxygen 
environment, the Biosolids transform into three 
products; gas, liquid and solid. The gas and liquid will 
be renewable fuels for the RBF facility while the solid 
will be used as a soil amendment called Biochar.  

Biochar is a special kind of charcoal that has many 
benefits as a soil amendment. It holds water, acts like a 
fertilizer and grows bigger plants. While doing all this it 
is also eco-friendly and sequesters carbon in the soil for 
thousands of years

The project will be in operation summer of 2021. 

Anaergia - Rialto Bioenergy Facility, LLC
Organic Waste Recycling Facility

Bloomington, CA

             Organic Waste Recycling Facility - Bloomington, CA
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Anaergia, Inc.,
Rule 39 Anaergia Rialto Biogas
Rialto, CA
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In 2019, Anaergia, a world leader in resource recovery, 
began construction of the Rialto Bioenergy Facility (RBF) 
in Rialto, California. This facility will be the largest Organic 
Waste-to-Energy facility in North America. Utilizing 
proprietary processing equipment, in combination with 
anaerobic digestion, this plant will convert 700 tons of 
food waste and 300 tons of biosolids into renewable 
natural gas and electricity with an environmentally 
friendly byproduct of Class A organic fertilizer. Lyles 
Utility Construction, LLC’s (LUC) scope of work on this 
project will allow RBF to move their biogas through the 
existing Southern California Gas Company transmission 
and distribution infrastructure. LUC performed the critical 
installation of 5,200 LF of 6” steel high pressure gas 
pipeline, the construction of the Point-Of-Receipt and 
natural gas metering site, and the pipeline tie-in to the 
Gas Company’s existing pipeline infrastructure.  

This project presented many challenges: heavy traffic, 
night work, unknown substructures, rock excavation, 
major rainfall, and the COVID-19 pandemic. The most 
challenging aspect of this project was centered on the 
physical and environmental constraints surrounding the 
location of the pipeline right of way in the city street. With 
a narrow and heavily used roadway in which the pipeline 
was to be installed, the City of Rialto required all of our 
work to be done at night making the safety of our crews 

performing 
this work 
our number 
one priority. 
Our pipeline 
was installed 
utilizing 
traditional 
open cut 
methodology, 
with some 
critical 
horizontal direction drill (HDD) locations due to the rocky 
soil conditions and the quantity of existing substructures. 

Our Project Team consisted of Project Manager Lucas 
Rangel, Senior Foreman Greg Puskarich, Foreman Tony 
Ortiz, Welder Ryan Leland, Leadman Robert Crane, and 
Operator Donnie McCormack. While excavating, they 
encountered over a dozen unknown or mismarked utilities 
and substructures along with the multitude of defined 
and known utilities. In conjunction with the City and 
the Southern California Gas Company site management 
teams, our Project Team developed a work plan that 
helped to substantially mitigate the impacts from these 
constraints while keeping the project on schedule and our 
crews and subcontractors working safely. This project was 
completed in August 2020. 

In September 2019, 
Kern County Public 
Works awarded Lyles 
Utility Construction, 
LLC (LUC) the Water 
Supply Improvements 
project located at 
the Bakersfield Bena 
Landfill, the county’s 
largest metropolitan 
landfill. The purpose 
of this project is to 
help alleviate the 
poor air quality by 

providing additional dust suppression capabilities for the 
northern expansion of the Bena Landfill site and its future 
operations. The project consists of (1) the installation 
of a new feed water pipeline installed through the 
operating landfill and across the industrial haul roads; (2) 
construction of a new booster pump station and 62,000 
gallon bolted steel tank and foundation; and (3) electrical 
and SCADA improvements required for operations and 
control. LUC Project Manager/Estimator Chad Skeels 
and LUC Foreman Clint Floor (with assistance from his 
Leadman Marco Gamino) have successfully planned and 
executed the pipeline installation and tank construction 
through rocky soil conditions, heavy on-site traffic, and 
challenging site specific specifications and schedule. This 
project was completed in September 2020.   

City of Bakersfield - Water Supply Improvements at Bakersfield 
Metropolitan Sanitary Landfill
Tulare, CA

Installing 6” bio gas pipeline.

Installing 6” PVC water line 
and backfilling pipe trench.
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On November 11, 2019, the Southern California Gas 
Company contracted with Lyles Utility Construction, LLC 
(LUC) to install approximately 5,800 linear feet of 6” High 
Pressure Steel Pipeline in rural Tulare County. This new 
pipeline is responsible for providing additional gas capacity 
needed to support the growth in farming and agricultural 
businesses in northern Tulare County. One of the more 
challenging aspects of this project was the 17’ deep 12” 
diameter casing bore installation under the Tulare canal, 
located adjacent to a busy roadway and along our pipeline 
route. 

One of the most significant constraints of the project was 
the strict encroachment permit requirement from the 
Tulare County Public Works Department which required all 
trench excavations to be backfilled the same day as they 
were opened and all construction materials, inclusive of 
trench plating, to be removed from the roadway easement 
at the end of each work day. LUC was able to save our client 
considerable capital and time needed for construction by 
leveraging our relationships with various local land owners to 
strategically utilize their property for pipe handling, storage, 
fabrication, and coating and thus limiting the impacts from 
these permit requirements. Unanticipated and historic rains 
in the area proved to be another challenge to completing 
this project. LUC’s Project Team (Project Manager Chad 
Skeels, Project Engineer Scott Mendonca, and Foreman Greg 
Puskarich) re-sequenced our work activities to allow work 
to be performed early and also proactively reshaped various 
elements of the pipeline route to allow for more efficient 
watershed. These creative solutions ultimately allowed 
us more time to complete the remaining trenching and 
backfilling activities once the rains ceased and the pipeline 
right of way dried out. This creative approach to adverse 
weather mitigation allowed the project team to complete the 
project on time and in a safe, high quality, and productive 
manner.

Southern California Gas Company,
Idaho Pressure Betterment - Phase 1

Tulare County, CA
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On December 4, 
2019, Lyles Utility 
Construction, LLC 
(LUC) contracted 
with McCarthy 
Building Companies 
for the installation of 
underground utilities 
associated with the 
demolition of the 

campus amphitheater and the construction of a 
new Student Union. The existing Student Union was 
constructed on the Fresno State Campus in 1968 to 
serve an enrollment of 10,000 students.  With current 
annual enrollment of over 25,000 students, CSUF 
decided to construct a secondary Student Union in 
order to meet the demands created by the increased 
enrollment. The new Student Union Building will 
help to provide students with more key programs 
and services, while the existing Student Union will 
also remain active supporting students. Construction 
on the project began nearly the same week after 
the contracts were signed, as the project had critical 
items of work that could only be completed during 
the University’s Winter Break. Heading-up this 
project for LUC was Project Manager Jeff Nelson 
and Foremen Tim Reeder and Gabriel Calderon.   
There were numerous existing utility crossings on 
this project that required extensive pot-holing and 
design verification prior to installation. Tim and 
Gabe led the crews to successfully make all of these 
crossings without any project delays. There were two 
major sewer connections, two time-restricted water 
shutdowns and transfers, and one large storm drain 
connection, and all were successfully completed by 
the LUC team during the rainy season. All of LUC’s 
work on this project will be completed in the first 
quarter of 2021, and the new CSUF Student Union is 
set to be open for student use when they return to 
campus in the fall of 2021. 

   

California State University, 
Fresno, New Student Union
Fresno, CA

Wheel Trencher cutting pipe trench.

Installing underground 
utilities at CSUF.
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The highly anticipated and somewhat controversial 
roundabout project for the County of Madera located at 
the intersection of Road 225 and Road 274 in North Fork 
began in June of 2019. Many of us knew the dangerous 
intersection well as we made our way to Bass Lake from 
North Fork over the years. Traffic heading east bound 
on Road 225 had no “Stop” sign at the intersection 
while traffic on westbound Road 225 did. Other legs 
of the intersection had merging lanes with traffic at 
the intersection being extremely heavy due to the 
close proximity to North Fork Elementary School and 
Chawanakee Unified School District bus yard. Out of 
concern for safety to the motoring public and due to the 
heavy traffic congestion, the County of Madera chose to 
construct a roundabout in lieu of constructing a signalized 
intersection. Roundabouts are generally less expensive to 
maintain while also increasing the flow of traffic versus a 
traditional traffic signal.

Work consisted of a complete demolition of the existing 
4-way intersection, construction of a single lane 
roundabout with appropriate pavement transitions, 
signage, striping, street lighting, and storm drain 
improvements over five construction stages. As it turned 
out, it took nine stages to construct the project and keep 
traffic moving through the intersection at all times. The 

inner portion of the 
roundabout included 
a stamped concrete 
design influenced by the 
Northfork Rancheria of 
Mono Indians. Visibility 
and safety improved 
with the addition of 
street lighting to the 
perimeter and up lighting 
in the center island of the 
roundabout.  

Our construction team 
adapted to challenges, 
due to the staging of the project, by continuously working 
with the County of Madera, while also keeping the 
project progressing on schedule. Everyone involved with 
the project worked together seamlessly to construct a 
beautiful roundabout that will serve the public well for 
many years to come.

Senior Project Manager Jimmy Brager, Project Foremen 
Val Huerta and Brandon Best led the construction team 
that included Concrete Foreman Felix Hernandez and 
Intern David Pereira.  Subcontractors included ESP 
Surveying, Inc., KRC Safety Co., Inc., Haydon Construction, 
Inc., Marina Landscape, Inc., Super Seal & Stripe, Prestige 
Electric Corporation, and Safety Network, Inc.

County of Madera
North Fork Roundabout at the Intersection of 
Road 225 & Road 274
Madera County, CA

20

Partial Roundabout - Madera County, CA

Stamped Concrete
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The City of Avenal is located on Highway 33 approximately 
60 miles south of Fresno. Anyone heading to the Central 
Coast from Fresno passes within 10 miles of Avenal, just past 
Interstate 5 and north of Highway 41. This is a familiar town 
to those within the Lyles Construction Group, as it was the 
original home of W. M. Lyles Co. 

American Paving Co. (APC) recently completed the earthwork, 
grading, utility and infrastructure improvements for the 
new Avenal Community Center. The project was awarded 
to APC in the summer of 2019 and we quickly got to work. 
The existing dirt was a mixture of many different materials, 
as the site was used as a local dump site for many different 
roadway projects throughout the years. Grading Foreman Josh 
Mills led the charge by over-excavating and mass grading for 
the building pad and parking lot (12,180 CY moved overall). 
Concrete Foreman Felix Hernandez oversaw the installation 
of all the site concrete (curbs, curb and gutter, sidewalk, 
wheelchair ramps and drive approaches). Project Manager 
David Altstatt ensured that the project was under budget 
as a result of APC crews working closely with the owner to 
eliminate unnecessary work and beating planned productions. 
APC’s portion of the project was completed in two phases. 
During the first phase the building pad was prepared and 
the parking lot was rough graded. APC then demobilized and 
the building was constructed under another contract. APC 
remobilized in the spring of 2020 to complete the concrete 

work and pave and stripe 
the parking lot. Lyles 
Utility Construction, LLC 
installed the utilities as a 
subcontractor to APC. 

This project was a big 
success and has left yet 
another positive mark on 
the City of Avenal by the 
Lyles Construction Group.   

City of Avenal
Avenal Community Center Parking 
Lot and Building
Avenal, CA

City of Clovis
Shepherd and Minnewawa 
Traffic Signal
Clovis, CA
American Paving Co. (APC) was awarded the Shepherd 
and Minnewawa Traffic Signal project in July 2019. 
The project widened the previously traffic-congested 
intersection and converted it from a four way stop 
to a signalized intersection, thereby increasing traffic 
flow.  

The work included new 
traffic signals, concrete 
curb ramps, added 
curb and gutter, asphalt 
concrete paving and 
driveways, upgraded 
drainage systems, 
extending an existing 
storm drain pipeline 
to facilitate the new 
pavement widening, 
relocation of fence, and 
restriping and signing 
of the roadway. The 
project also included the 
removal of thirty-eight 
large eucalyptus trees. 
This task was completed 
after careful planning and a great deal of optimism 
and resilience from the APC crew.

Despite numerous delays to the signal equipment 
procurement, delays to the relocation of AT&T utilities 
and the changing schedule of an adjacent project, 
APC was able to overcome all and complete this 
project under budget and well ahead of an already 
difficult schedule. The project team consisting of 
Project Foreman Josh Mills, Concrete Foreman Felix 
Fernandez, Construction Operations Specialist Pat 
Beckwith and Project Manager David Altstatt helped 
to foster an already outstanding relationship with 
the City of Clovis. Subcontractors utilized were 
Haydon Construction for underground, AC Electric for 
electrical, Safety Network for traffic control and Safety 
Striping Service for striping and signs.  

The next time you pass through this intersection in 
the City of Clovis and see the old schoolhouse steps, 
be sure to appreciate the successful work of APC 
crews.
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Finished Front Entrance

Tree Removal
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City of Fresno - McKinley & Blackstone Traffic Signal Modification 
and Railroad Improvement
Fresno, CA
American Paving Co. (APC) recently completed the 
McKinley and Blackstone Traffic Signal Modification and 
Railroad Improvement project with the City of Fresno. 
The project involved the removal and reconstruction 
of the median island across the B.N.S.F. Railroad tracks 
on a new alignment to achieve adequate lane widths in 
all directions and increase storage capacity in the turn 
lanes. The traffic signal system was completely upgraded 
with new traffic signal poles, conduit and traffic detector 
loops. At each corner of the intersection, removal and 
replacement of the existing wheelchair ramps and 
associated sidewalks were required to accommodate the 
new signal equipment.    

This challenging project required close coordination with 
B.N.S.F. flaggers in order to allow Amtrak and freight trains 
safe passage through the project as our crews worked 
within the railroad right of way. Stringent traffic control 
requirements were required due to the high volume 
of vehicle and pedestrian traffic on both McKinley and 
Blackstone Avenues. The intersection sits between Fresno  
City Community College and Highway 41. Lane closures

were limited 
to the hours 
of 9 AM to 4 
PM, Monday 
through Friday. 
During peak 
hours all lanes 
of traffic were 
required to 
remain open. The project team was up to the challenge 
and was able to comply with the traffic requirements and 
deliver a safe and successful project.

Senior Project Manager Jimmy Brager and Field Engineer 
Jacinto Moreno led a stellar construction team that 
included Foreman Jose Flores and Concrete Foreman Felix 
Hernandez as well as Subcontractors A-C Electric Inc., 
Asphalt Maintenance Co., Central Valley Striping, and 
Hunsaker Safety and Sign, Inc.

The construction team completed the project ahead of 
schedule, under budget and with zero injuries.
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American Paving Co. was low bidder on Wahtoke Creek 
Bridge at Lincoln Avenue Bridge Replacement project by 
a margin of only 1.23% below the second bidder. This 
project consisted of removing and replacing the existing 
bridge with a new single span bridge ninety-three feet in 
length utilizing precast pre-stressed concrete girders. The 
new bridge is located along the same alignment but at an 
elevation approximately ten feet higher than the previous 

bridge. The raising of the bridge required more than three 
thousand yards of imported fill to raise the road to the 
new elevation. The bridge construction included twenty-
four precast concrete piles, cast-in-place abutments, five 
precast concrete girders, cast-in-place concrete bridge 
deck, approach slabs and concrete barrier rails. Almost six 
hundred feet of new roadway was also constructed. 

Senior Project Manager Jimmy Brager, Structure Foreman 
Scott McKinley, and Project Foreman Val Huerta led 
a stellar construction team. Also contributing to the 
project were Concrete Foreman Felix Hernandez, Grading 
Foreman Brandon Best, and Grading Foreman Josh Mills.  
Subcontractors included Coastwide Environmental for 
bridge demolition, Jarrett Foundations for pile installation, 
Con-Fab California for furnishing and setting the pre-cast 
concrete girders, CMC Rebar for furnishing and installing 
the reinforcing steel, PC&N Construction for the guard rail 
and Statewide Traffic Safety & Signs for the traffic control 
and detour.

County of Fresno
Wahtoke Creek Bridge Replacement at Lincoln Avenue 
Fresno County, CA

Stamped Median - Fresno, CA

Deck Pour - Wahtoke Creek Bridge, Fresno County
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Beyond all of the construction activity within our 
organization, Lyles Diversified, Inc. (LDI) has ownership 
interest in Lyles United with corresponding operational 
interest in other business areas such as multi-family 
apartment properties, agriculture, development; both 
commercial and residential, and financial investments. 
Our dedicated team of LDI managers and accountants 
balance partnership reporting, asset management, and 
on-site administrative functions to stimulate the most 
efficient business model, provide critical decisions, and 
provide financial, tax or business expertise in areas that 
promote the partnerships’ operations. 

From a historical perspective, we’ve been involved in 
“other than construction operations” since 1973. While 
our company founders certainly enjoyed construction, 
they were also involved in operations outside of 
construction such as cattle farming and land acquisition. 
Our core value of “strength through diversification” with 
excellent financial management has proven to be one of 
many critical aspects in our business expansion over our 
collective 75 year history.  

Of all the questions we are asked about LDI’s operations 
and history, we most often answer those related to 
our multi-family apartment properties, agriculture, 
and how the construction operations may assist in any 
development.  We are active in several key markets 
in California including Huntington Beach, Santa Ana, 
Monterey and San Jose, and also in the Seattle to Bellevue 
area of Washington. With twenty-four partnership 
properties, we continue to take advantage of consistent 
long-term gains in the multi-family market. We also 
manage broad agricultural properties with over 4,700 
acres in three counties of Central California that have very 
good water allocation and infrastructure for continued 
long term growth opportunities. 

Last, but certainly not least, are questions related to 
areas of partnership development that could utilize our 
construction firm’s expertise. In a way, that’s in almost 
every area that needs infrastructure and treatment plant 
specialties. We utilize our internal construction expertise 
where economies of scale, specialty construction, and 
knowledge are key to the project’s success.  In the 
reverse, our construction firms utilize LDI’s development 
and acquisition background to purchase division offices, 

develop new staging areas and even review rental leases 
for long-term construction projects. We have a synergy 
in that respect and consider our team the best in the 
business.    

Lyles Diversified, Inc.
Business Operations

Unless you count 
our humble 
beginnings at 
the kitchen table 
of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lyles in 1945, 
we’ve only had 
two corporate 
offices: 919 
Skyline Blvd. 
in Avenal and 
1210 W. Olive 
in Fresno. 
While our operations have grown to match our strength 
through diversification mission, so has our Olive 
corporate campus. From the original 6,000 square foot 
office to the construction company expansions and 
property acquisitions over the last 15 years, we currently 
have a 22,000 square foot campus and are bursting at 
the seams with complexities in our corporate partnership 
operations, accounting, and construction services. While 
we focused our search for space around our existing 
campus area, it quickly became apparent that it was 
time for a bigger “address” change. Under the leadership 
of Gerald and Will Lyles, we acquired a new corporate 
address that is 43,000 square feet of multistory and 
multipurpose space that we hope to grow into over the 
next 50+ years. We have been under construction all 
year and currently finishing interior wall layouts with 
occupancy expected in early 2021 at 525 Alluvial Avenue 
in Fresno. (Our new address for 2021 and beyond!)

We look forward to enjoying our new office space that 
maintains the Lyles Diversified, Inc. corporate functions, 
as well as the accounting, human resources, information 
technology and risk management departments of Lyles 
Services Co. that support our construction operations.    

Corporate Office Changes 
After 52 Years

   525 Alluvial Avenue - Fresno, CA
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2020 has been a year unlike any other. Unprecedented challenges brought about by a global pandemic threatened the 
health of our families and our bottom lines. Businesses closed their doors, families stayed home, and we all made the 
sacrifices we had to make to protect family and friends as we learned how to live in our “new normal”. As an “essential 
business” Lyles leadership went above and beyond to keep our employees safe both in the office and in the field while 
maintaining a commitment to growth and prosperity for our company and employees. 

While the world was hunkering down, the Lyles business development team ramped up their efforts to garner key wins 
like the $330,000,000 Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s Regional Plant, which will be our largest project to date. Months 
of relationship building and technology coordination, long days and late nights, all while under the constraints of a 
global pandemic, culminated into one long, intense day with a very happy ending. 

Before we could finish cleaning up the confetti from our monumental win at IEUA, W. M. Lyles Co. celebrated yet 
another significant win. Padre Dam Municipal Water District selected W. M. Lyles Co., along with long time engineering 
partners, AECOM, for the East County Advanced Water Purification Package 1 which is valued at approximately $300M. 
In addition, AECOM/Lyles is among the short-listed teams awaiting news on Package 3, potentially adding another 
$40M to our contracted total with Padre Dam.  This will put Lyles at the forefront of Advanced Water Treatment in 
California, and benefit our company for years to come. 

Along with unprecedented world events and historic wins, 2020 has also been a notable year in terms of milestones for 
Lyles Construction Group with W. M. Lyles Co. celebrating its 75th year and New England Sheet Metal and Mechanical 
Co. reaching the 100 year mark. In a century of service, the Lyles name has become synonymous with integrity 
and quality. Our commitment to these principals is evident in the loyalty of not only our client base, but also our 
employees. From our long tenured staff to the “newbies” with 20 years or less under their belts, we all take great pride 
in these milestones and share in our commitment to the ethics and values that are ingrained in our corporate culture. 

Our commitment to these shared values has resulted in, once again, Lyles Construction Group being ranked among 
ENR’s top 200 Firms for 2020 in the categories of Environmental, Wastewater Treatment, and Water Supply/Treatment. 
Our rankings are 60th, 23rd, and 41st, respectively. 

As the Rialto Bioenergy Facility nears completion, in 2021 we look to expand our involvement with Anaergia to advance 
California’s ambitious goals for significantly reducing the state’s carbon footprint with the development of future 
bioenergy facilities in Carson, Bakersfield, and Victorville. 

Business Development
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COVID-19 Jobsite Precautions
In these unprecedented times, the health and safety of our employees 
and their loved ones is our top priority. Lyles leadership is doing 
everything they can to prevent workplace exposure to COVID-19. 
Along with practicing social distancing in the office and allowing some 
employees to work remotely, our Jobsite Illness Prevention Team put 
together a list of 28 guidelines to minimize jobsite exposure in the 
field.  

Along with the use of face coverings, field employees were asked to 
avoid sharing tools, isolate crews, increase frequency of cleaning and 
disinfecting, stagger breaks and lunch periods, and limit access to 
company offices, jobsite trailers and shop buildings. Employees are also 
asked to fill out a “Daily Health Screening Questionnaire” prior to the 
start of work each day to prevent those with potential symptoms from 
exposing others to the virus.

Employees working outdoors must wear 
face coverings when they are unable to 

practice social distancing greater than 6’.
Pictured: Trae McWilliams and Vince Knecht
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Alexis Marks
Purdue University

Michelle Ericksen
Purdue University

Ryan Fowler
Boise State University

Alex Cortez
California State University, Fresno

Noah Hawley
California Baptist University

Stone Cyrus
California Baptist University

Michelle is a senior majoring in Civil 
Engineering. She worked as an intern for 
W. M. Lyles Co. on pipe and valve takeoffs, 
verifying estimates, pipe system drawing 

isometrics, and procuring materials.

Alexis is a Civil Engineering major who 
worked closely with project and field 

engineers as intern for W. M. Lyles 
Co. surveying, ordering BNG kits, pipe 

takeoffs, and tracking materials. 

Alex is a Construction Management 
major who works as an intern for W. 

M. Lyles Co.  under the supervision of 
Ruben Moreno on a variety of tasks, 

such as using GPS and gathering pricing. 

Ryan is a Civil Engineer major who 
worked as an intern for W. M. Lyles Co. 

assisting the project managers and 
foremen in managing projects in the City 

of Bakersfield and surrounding areas.

Stone is a senior majoring in Civil 
Engineering. He worked as an intern for 

W. M. Lyles Co. under the supervision 
of Marcos Reyes on pipe takeoffs, daily 

reports, and inputting cost codes. 

Noah is a Mechanical Engineer major who  
worked as an intern for NESM tracing over 
architectural drawings for use in AutoCAD, 

creating riser diagrams for plumbing 
systems, and zoning mechanical systems.

Meet Our 2020 Interns
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Amanda Oleksa
University of Mississippi

Amanda is a Civil Engineering major with a 
minor in Spanish. She worked as an intern 

for W. M. Lyles Co. drafting submittals, 
procuring materials, structural and civil 

site work layouts, and tracking materials.

Jillian Jordan
California State University, Fresno

Jillian is a Biochemistry major with a minor 
in Psychology. She works as an intern for 
Lyles Services Co. under the supervision 

of Nicole Leisure on filing, updating 
spreadsheets, and other various tasks.
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Lyles Construction Group (Lyles) prides itself on hiring the best and brightest students both locally and from across the 
country. Lyles’ internship program provides college students with challenging and rewarding opportunities. Benefits of 
an internship with Lyles includes hands-on experience, professional connections, and an excellent opportunity to earn 

a job upon graduation. In addition to working on some of the most interesting and challenging projects in the state, our 
interns are mentored by some of the most talented individuals in the industry. Lyles continues to strive for excellence 

and is committed to ongoing development and education for our interns and employees. We believe that investing in our 
employees is an investment in our future. 

We are pleased that we had yet another group of talented students partake in our internship program. We appreciate all 
of the hard work that they contributed and wish them the best of luck in their future studies and life endeavors. 

To learn more about our internship program, please visit www.Bit.Ly/wmlrecruiting.

Brendan Sanders
California State University, Fresno

Jack Saulovich
California State University, Fullerton

Brendan is a Construction Management 
major with a minor in Business. He is 
currently an intern for W. M. Lyles Co.  
processing timesheets, maintaining         
as-builts, and procuring materials.

Jack is a Civil Engineering major who 
worked as an intern for W. M. Lyles Co. 

with tasks such as timesheets, preparing 
subcontracts, recording invoices, 

submittals, take-offs, and daily reports.

Samantha Robbins
Northern Arizona University

Samantha is a Mechanical Engineering 
major who worked as an intern for W. M. 
Lyles Co. documenting the jobsite’s day-
to-day activities, safety implementation, 

and managing expenses.

David Pereira
California State University, Fresno

David is a Civil Engineering major with a 
minor in Construction Management. He 

is currently working as an intern with APC 
on tasks such as assisting the estimating 

and project management teams.
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Sam Worrell
California State University, Sacramento

Sam is a Construction Management 
major with a minor in Business 

Administration. He is currently working 
as an intern for W. M. Lyles Co. on the 

McKinley Water Vault Project.

Garrett is a Civil Engineering major with 
minors in Architecture and Mathematics. 

He worked as an intern for W. M. Lyles 
Co. on various tasks such as using GPS to 

mark as-builts and drawings.

Garrett Pack
California State University, Fresno
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I started my career with W. M. Lyles Co. on February 1, 1982, 
which means I’ve spent almost 39 years with the Lyles Group. I 
was interviewed by Mrs. Lyles and Larry Lyles in the fall of 1981 at 
Purdue University and was soon brought out to California to tour the company. I was impressed with everyone I met 
and accepted their offer to join W. M. Lyles Co. as a Project Engineer. I left Indianapolis during a late January snowstorm 
in my ’68 New Yorker with my friend Steve Fontaine and headed for California.

My initial assignment was at the Bakersfield office, which was actually two trailers joined together, so they were smart 
not to have me visit that office during my trip. Sam Storey was the Division Manager and he taught me a lot about the 
pipeline business, plus he was an avid fisherman like me, so we got along well. My colleagues during that period were 
Mark Freiberger and Scott Davis, both of whom helped me learn the business. I’m thankful to all of them. The foremen 
that I worked with then were Jr. McClure and Harold Neldon, both well-established senior field leaders.  After a few 
years, however, Sam started his own company and took Jr. and Harold along with him. It was a blow to the Bakersfield 
operation, but Mark and I soon discovered that we could easily move on and succeed, often times pursuing more 
complex and challenging projects than before.

I eventually became the Bakersfield Division Manager and have since held various officer positions during my tenure.  
I have been fortunate to be surrounded by extremely talented co-workers that allowed our division to expand and 
prosper. I am indebted to the support of Rich Nemmer, Rex Black, Ken Strosnider and John Sloan, without whom we 
would not have enjoyed the success that we did. Leading our crews were some of the most talented foremen I’ve ever 
known – Boyd Jones, Randy Kelch, Gene Crane, Tim Miller, Floyd Kelly and Steve Yoder to name a few. They each had 
their own way of planning their work and leading their craftsmen, and all were well respected.

My direct boss for much of my career has been Mike Burson and I am thankful that he allowed me to pursue jobs that 
were either a bit risky or out of our regular line of business. I didn’t always succeed, yet he knew that I needed to 
explore opportunities when I found them, whatever the adventure.

During my career I’ve been fortunate to work on a variety of projects. I’ve constructed hundreds of miles of pipelines, 
worked on major prison infrastructure projects and was involved with the construction of three of California’s four 
major ethanol facilities. Each had its own challenges, but all were great fun, because I was a constructor at heart and 
enjoyed the fast pace of the business.

Fortunately, my wife Denise was tolerant of my crazy work hours while we wrapped up a large bid or I worked out 
of town. Many wives would complain, but she was always supportive and had her own teaching career to keep her 
occupied. I’m certainly thankful for her understanding.

So, I’ll now have some time to do a bit more fishing, sample some new wines, do a bit of traveling and relax a bit. While 
officially retired, I will still be involved with some executive functions and special assignments, so you may see me from 
time to time in the years ahead.  Take care!
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Rick Amigh
HIStory at Lyles and Looking 
Towards the Future

Rick & Denise in Tahiti



Progress Through Diversification

Michael Hensley NESM/40 years
Tim Miller WML/40 years
Michael C. Deel LDI/30 years
Charles Inabnit LUC/30 years
Jeffery Garrison NESM/30 years
Dennis Enns NESM/30 years
Robert J. Amigh WML/30 years
John C. Lunsford WML/KCC/30 years
Steve Stambach LSC/LDI/KCC/25 years
Dwayne Sanders LUC/25 years
Nathan Davies NESM/25 years
Mark Jacoby NESM/25 years
David O’Dear WML/KCC/25 years
Brandon Mead NESM/20 years
Bryce Colan WML/20 years
Felix Hernandez, Jr. APC/15 years
Bradley Fretz NESM/15 years
Jason Dominguez WML/15 years
Cuitlaguat Niva WML/15 years
Scott Fults WML/15 years
Chanel Prince WML/15 years

Enrique Hernandez WML/15 years
Martin Leanos WML/15 years
Raymond Lopez WML/15 years
Jon Shugarte WML/KCC/15 years
Scott McKinley APC/10 years
Claudine Belli LDI/10 years
John Anderson NESM/10 years
David Bassett NESM/10 years
Andrew Ferrales NESM/10 years
Frank Franco, Jr. NESM/10 years
Hecktor Rios, Jr. NESM/10 years
Feliciano Rocha NESM/10 years
Russell Yockey NESM/10 years
Chuck Cox NESM/10 years
Daniel Kalmink NESM/10 years
Elizabeth Meza NESM/10 years
Manuel Acosta WML/10 years
Michael Lister WML/10 years
Paul Clausen WML/10 years
Robert C. Waite WML/10 years

EMPLOYEE COMPANY/YEARS EMPLOYEE COMPANY/YEARS
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Lyles Construction Group
Corporate Office
P.O. Box 4438
Fresno, CA 93744
(559)441-1900

To stay up to date on our latest 
projects scan the QR code or visit 
us at lylesgroup.com

Congratulations to This Year’s Service 
Award Recipients
Congratulations to this year’s award recipients. Thanks to you 
and all of our dedicated employees, we continue to be leaders in 
our industry. With your efforts, we are able to continue to honor 
our commitment to excellence and not only meet, but exceed 
our clients’ expectations. We look forward to another successful 
year. Please join us in congratulating the following employees 
with ten years or more of service.


